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Knowledge in Understanding: Interpreting Individual and Generational Roles in A Globalizing World


In the past twenty-five years many great events in international history have occurred, including the Soviet Union's collapse, genocides in Rwanda and Darfur, and the horrors and aftermath of 9/11. And despite the world's best efforts, the United States and democracy still face some of their greatest threats. Terrorism and rogue states are the new enemies in a long list of faceless ones, and the weapons that they could use, still have the power to end everything that we have tried to build. In the future, we will face some of the greatest challenges that humanity will ever see, and yet the rewards we may seek to reap, could be greater still. The answers to these great challenges, find us at a crossroads, where one path leads to the ultimate cause of the human spirit, and on the other we find ourselves at a dead end, on a road full of suffering and tragedy. In all of the international affairs courses that I have ever taken, professors are sure to tell you, not how to fix the world, but instead, the teachers of philosophy and ethics, show you, the student, what is wrong with it. They tell us, that it is up to us to come up with solutions to some of  the most difficult problems that the world has ever faced. And so, it is the duty of everyone in the following generation to pick up the burdens of the generations preceding them, and  to accomplish what was once thought the impossible. And as one generation passes down the reins of leadership to the next, we are faced with a dire question. Where do we, as the next generation, go from here? 


In my years of studying at the University of Georgia, the question of how I could influence and change the world around me, led me on a four year quest for the answer. For even though I knew I wanted to participate in doing something that could help the international community, I did not yet know how I could accomplish this. And, like most undergraduate students, it took me four years, and three majors, to understand the direction my studies were pointing me towards. It started out with my first major, which was History, and it is here where I began to find myself drawn to studies that were based on international problems, set in the past. And by using this knowledge of the problems and solutions of the past, I was able to understand the current and future issues that affect the current state of international affairs. My studies in the history department culminated in my senior thesis in which I explored one of the greatest threats to international peace. This threat being nuclear proliferation and the non-proliferation treaty that all non nuclear states are supposed to sign. After my first year as a  History major, I added the major of English, and it is with this major that I began to see the value of an international education, and I was given the tools to be able to write my thoughts on paper, and I was given the opportunity to teach others through a undergraduate teachers assistant program. And just as my thirst to understand the philosophies that drive the international community continued to grow, I added my third and final major, of International Affairs. And as I progressed into my senior year it was here that I came to the conclusion of what I wanted to do, which was to work on and pass international policy and law. And to this day I am still working to publish several articles that I have written on international policy and law.


As I studied, it became obvious that as I continued my work, I was continually drawn to the international community and the problems that it faces. And without the professors who were as drawn to the same questions as I was, I doubt that I would have seen the importance of international affairs, much less have found the answers to what I wanted to do. Therefore, the importance of an international education cannot be overlooked. In a world of increasing globalization, where the average university student need only to turn on their television to see the riots in Iran, or the captured U.S. journalists in North Korea, or the wars that their family members or friends are fighting overseas, it leads us to the conclusion that we live everyday in an international community. With the spread of technology, which leads to increasing contact with our global neighbors, and the increasing interdependence of the world's economies, as can be seen in the recent recession, what many people fail to see is that we are getting an international indoctrination every day. My generation does not escape this decreasing gap between nations, and instead has contributed to it, with social networking sites like Facebook and Twitter. And so, it is important to understand the world around us. Without a proper education in international affairs, we run the risk of being part of a global community that we know little about. Without an international education we can accumulate the knowledge that the internet and television show us, but without understanding it. That is why every college student, when they first begin their studies in a university, have their majors connected in some way to the international community around them. Therefore, it is not only important that this connection occurs, but it is vital to understanding the world around us. 


In the end, through my own personal experiences, and through the experiences that I share, not only with my generation, but with every citizen of this planet, it should be obvious that an international education is not only good to have, but vital, and can lead us to a better understanding of each other, and the problems that this world faces. For my own sake, an international education has led me to understand my purpose and goals in life, which to anyone, proves itself to be invaluable. And as we begin to understand each other, and the collective challenges that we face, we can understand how close we are to two very different paths. And with this education we can be sure to influence our world positively, in order to stay on that good path, instead of taking the one that leads to our destruction. And even though our generation has become so globalized due to the advances of technology, the next twenty-five years will be just as important. And it was best said by a giant of a previous generation, Theodore Roosevelt, who when talking about an international education said,  “A nation, like a person, has a mind - a mind that must be kept informed and alert, that must know itself, that understands the hopes and needs of its neighbors... all the other nations that live within the narrowing circle of the world." (Third Inaugural Address, January 20th 1941)
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